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| | 7 ally, lily 13. ah 
M* Mallee moved the Order of the Day, for the Wo 


to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to gs 


take into conſideration the” Petitions that 1 had been ann 
/ againſt the Slave Trade. e 755 


The Order of the Day being read; „ @ EH 


Mr. Wilberforce moved, That the Report of the Committee of . 
Privy Council be referred to the ſaid Committee: That the AQs 
paſſed in the Iſlands relative to Slaves be referred to'the ſaid Com- 
mittee; That the evidence adduced laſt year on the Slave Trade, 
be referred to the ſaid Committee : 'That the Petitions laſt ſeſſion | 


offered againſt the Slave Trade be referred to the ſaid Committee? 


And, that the Accounts preſented to the Houſe in the laſt and 
preſent ſeſſion, relative to” the exports a and 1 to o Aﬀriga, * 
referred to the ſaid Com mitte. 

Theſe Motions being all agreed to, fi Houſe cnet re. 
foved itſelf into a Committee of the whole ene FA Wikam 
Divas in the Chair. « 

Mr. Wilberforce began with nectar, that when he conſidered - 


| how much diſcuſſion the ſubject he was about to explain to the | 


Committee had occaſioned, not only in that Houſe, but through- 
out the kingdom, and throughout Europe; ; when he conſidered, 


that through the whole of the buſineſs,” he had courted and anxi- 3 


ouſly ſolicited enquiry ; when he conſidered the extent and impor- 
tance a its object, the variety of intereſts involved in it, and the 


4 


, 6; conſequences |}, it 8 


— bd 


Liab s r 


8 that might be che reſult; 4s owned he had been nitad 
with apprehenſions, left a ſubje& of ſuch magnitude, and a. cauſe | 
of ſo much weight, ſhould ſuffer from the weak heſs of its advocate ; 
but when he recollected that in the progreſs of the enquiries he had 
been under the neceſſity of making, he had every where been re- 
ceived with that candour that convineed him that his motives were 
conſidered in the moſt favourable view, and that however they 
" wighe then differ, they were all likely to agree in the end; he had 
diſmiſſed his apprehenſions, and marched forward with a firmer ſte 
In the. cauſe of juſtice, of humanity, and of freedom. He la- 
mented that the ſubject had excited ſoa much warmth, and feared 
that they came ill prepared to treat it with impartiality. He de- 
| _ . clared, he himſelf came forward with the greateſt coolneſs, and 
+ Wiſhed all heat to be abated, that the ſubject might be entered 
Þpon calmly ; he therefore challenged a fair and cool diſcuſſion 8 
45 the Motion he ſhould have the honour of making. The, motion 
be meant to offer, was perfectly reconcileable to political expedi- 
ency, and at the ſame time to national humanity, It was by no 
means a party queſtion, nor would it, he hoped, be ſo conſidered j _ 
he was convinced, in his own mind, that in the end. it. would: be 
found ſerviceable to all parties, and to the beſt intereſts of the” 
country. He came not forward to accuſe the Weſt India Planter z 
he came not forward to aceuſe the Liverpool Merchants 5 he came 
forward to accuſe no one; he came forward to confeſs. kimſelf 
'- guilty, for the purpoſe of 'ſhewing to that Houſe, that if guile an 
. where exiſted, which ought to be remedied, they were all of them 
participators in it. In. going through the buſineſs, he ſaid; be 
- would touch lightly only on ſome of the points relative to the 
trade, and call the attention of the Houſe to the leading features 
of that traffick. He conceived it to be anneceſſary to detain them 
long on the ſubject of the trade on the coaſt of Aſriea; it wat 
well known, that people were ſold there as goods, and that con- 3 
ſiderable numbers of Africans were continually conveyed away 
from their country by owners of Britiſh veſſels j the queſtion; then 
be was, Which way came they by them In anſwer to that queſtion, 
- | be declared, that the report of the Privy Council, which was then 
1. cn the Table, afforded evidence the moſt ſatisfactory and conelu- ; 


1 be; his Majeſty's s Miniſters had inſtituted an enquiry of great 5 
| A. en fo C extents , 


7. 
2 8 De ” 
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found. man things in it that confirmed every propoſition that ke 
had maintained before, and which he had taken from information 


of the het authority, and from every hiſlory he had read; but it 


was unneceſſary to quote either the report or hiſtory. Plain reaſon 
and common ſenſe muſt point out how: the poor Africans were ob- 


tained.; Africa was a country divided under many kings, under 


many governments, under many laws; in many parts the princes” 


were deſpotic, and others governed with law maintained to a CEE» 


tain degree; men were conſidered merely as goods and property, 
and as ſuch ſybje& to plunder in the ſame manner as property in 
other deſpotic countries: the kings and princes of that unfortunate 
country were naturally fond of our commodities, and to obtain 


them by the captivity and ſale of their countrymen, they waged 
war on gach other, and ravaged their own country, when they 


could find no pretence for quarrelling with their neighbouring 5 


Hvereigns and their ſubjeQs; in their Courts of "Law many poor 
wretekes who. were ignorant were condemned; and to obtain 3 
ſufficient number of Slaves, thouſands were kidnapped, and torn 
from their families and their country, and ſent into flavery. All 
this, he ſaid, was recorded in every hiſtory of Africa, and was 


now vexiſied by the Report on the Table. Look to the reign of 0 
| Henry the Eighth, and it would be found that the ſame convictione 


and the ſame penalties follow n en The kings in Africa 
did not engage in war like the kings of Europe, for glory: they 


engaged in war for the purpoſe of obtaining what we had made 
their neceſſaries. The cruelty of thoſe engaged in the inhuman 
traffic of procuring Slaves he painted in a ſtrong light, and ſaid; 
the firſt thing he recollected by way of exemplifying theſe people 
being made Slaves, 'was, the celebrated Tragedy at Calabarg 


where. two large African yillages having been ſome tim? at war, 


at length made peace, which was to have been ratified by inter- 
N this, he ſaid, from the beſt authority, appeared to 


have been deftated by the cruel machinations of our people, who 


ſeeing the trade muſt ſtop, again ſowed diſfention between pie | 
villages, ſet one againſt the other, fought alternately for each, and TS 


maſſacred and enſlaved. the inhabitants of both. 'Tragical and 
242 tn this n might appear, mers: wy * a . 


| „ 
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kiſtory of Africa to be read, in which ſuch ſcenes were not e 


The Gentlemen, he ſaid, "who defended this trade, were warped | 


and blinded by their intereſts, and would not be convinced of the 
miſeries they were daily heaping on their fellow creatures. By 


their conduct they had placed the inhabitants of Africa in a "worſe 


Rate than that of the moſt barbarous and ſavage nation; they had 5 
deſtroyed what ought to be the bond of union and ſafety; they 
had rendered the whole country one general ſcene of diſcord and 


anarchy; they had ſet kings againſt their ſubjects; had ſet” ſub< 
_ jets againſt each other; had rendered every private family miſer- 
able, and created one general ſcene of diſunion and deſpair. When' 
_ theſe people were ſeparated frotn all they: loved, he had thought. 


that he had come to an end of the ſufferings o of the poor Africans,' - 
He had vainly imagined, that when men, with affections and feel- 
ings like to our own, were torn from their country, and " 


thing dear to them, that their ſufferings would have ceaſed, and 
that on their paſſage to their place of deſtination, they would have. - 


had. their ſufferings alleviated, and been treated, as human beings., 


The ſad reverſe was the caſe, and it was not in his power to impreſs | 
the Houſe with what he felt; the deſcription of their conveyance” 


was impofble, fo much miſery condenſed in ſo little room, ſo much 


afMiction added to miſery, that it appeared to' be an attempt by 
bodily ſuffering to deprive them of the feelings of their minds. 


Six hundred linked together, trying to get rid of each othbr, and 


crammed in a cloſe veſſel, with every object that was nauſeous and 
diſguſting; with peſtilence, diſeaſe, and deſpair, in ſuch a ſituation 
as to render it impoſſible to add any thing more to human miſery. ” 
Vet, ſhocking as this deſcription muſt be felt to be by every man, it had 

been de ſeribed by ſeveral witneſſes from Liverpool as a comfortable 
conveyance; Mr. Norris had painted the accommodation of a ſlave 
ſhip in the moſt flowing terms; he had repreſented it in a manner, 
that would have baſed his attempts at praiſe of the moſt luxurious 


ſcenes: ** The Slaves, according to his account, were fami ated 
with frankincenſe and lime: water; inſtruments of mufic were em- 
ployed to amuſe them; the /ong and the dance, he had ſaid, were 


frometed; the women were employed in weaving fanciful ornaments | 


| for their hair; games of chance were encouraged ; their food was 


e of their own country, 3 e and they were 
1 | | Ke 


* + ö f 
N * 


; 3nd ulged in M their Lets humours, and FORD in | the Wo ſpirits, oh 


| Another perſon had ſaid, © the ſailors were flogged « out of the 
hearing of the Africans, left it ſhould depreſs their ſpirits,” le 
1 Wiſhed not to fay "Hue ſuch deſeriptions were wilful* =iſrepreſenta- 
tions; if they were not, it proved that prejudice was capable of 
ſpreading a film over the eyes thick enough to occaſion total blind- 


veracity, made it appear, that inſtead of apartments for thoſe poor 
wretches, inſtead of thoſe comfortable conveniences above de- 


ever careful he might be, without treading upon them; and Sir 
| George Longe had teftified, that in a flave ſhip on which 
- he went on board, and which had not compleated her cargo by 
WM two hundred And fifty, inſtead of the ſcent of frankincenſe being 


perceptible to the noſtrils, the ſtench was intolerable : : the Mow-' 
ance of water was ſo deficient, that the Slaves were frequently - 


found gaſping for life; and almoſt ſuffocated; and the pille, which. 


L they were favoured with, as a Tuxbry of their own country, was 


abſolutely Engliſh horſe-beant, As Mr. Norris had ſaid the Jong 


and ate were promoted, he could not ſuffer it to paſs without ac- 


quainting the Houſe with the meaning of the word promoted, as 
there uſed. The v way the hong and the Lance were promoted, was 


* by ſevere whipping; when the poor wretches would not take volun- 
| . tary exerciſe ; their dances and their Tongs afforded them ſo much 


merriment, that the moment they were ceaſed to be promoted, 


miſeries of the paſſage, Mr. Wilberforce noticed the deaths, and 


to no leſs than between fifty and ſixty out of every hundred taken 


to be rather more Man an/eighth of the whole, or twelve and 2 


| thirty-three in the hundred loſt in ſeaſoning. Having got thus far, 


— ᷣ ß SC... os 
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neſs. Other accounts, however, and from men of the greateſt = 


ſcribed; they were placed in niches, and along the decks in ſuch a 
manner that it is impoſſible for any one to paſs among them, hows. 


tears, ſighs, and melancholy ſucceeded. After expatiating -on the 


the loſs thereby conſequent on the whole cargo; be entered into Ws 
minute ſtatsment of the loſſes by death, which, he ſaid, amounted 


from Africa; he declared, the average loſs on the middle paſſage 


| half per cent; four and a half loſs from entering the ports of i their 5 
| deſtination to the diſcharge of their: cargoes ; and. upwards of | 


Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he. determined to Proceed, whatever might 
be the r When he ſaw the ruin the trade was produdtive _. 


% 
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of in 5758 he declared he felt himſelf impelled to go forward, 5 
He feared to go back. The Gentlemen who honoured him with 

their conference on the ſubject had ſaid, with emphaſis, 6e it was 
their Acts of Parliament which led the African Slave Traders to 
ſuch practices; ; it was their Statutes calculated. to ruin them, 
for doing that which they had in the firſt inſtance induced them to 
do.” After much elucidatory.obſervation on his motives and his 


conduct, Mr. Wilberforce proceeded to enquire why the Blacks,, 


- 


naturally prolific, decreaſed i in the Weſt Indies, which, he ſaid; 
he had endeavoured to aſcertain as far as poſſible. The firſt thing 
it became neceſſary to enquire about was, the mortality of the 
Blacks in the Weſt Indies, and why, ip a climate as good as their 

own, ſuch a decreaſe ſhould have exiſted as to render continual 
importations neceſſary. The firſt great cauſe he ſtated to be che diſs 
proportion of males to females, there being upon an average five | 
- Males to three females. The next cauſe he ſtated to be the fad 
condition in which, he learned from ſargeons, that they wers 
brought on ſhore, made up for the market by aſtringents, eſcarotigs, 


waſhes, mercurial ointments, and repelling drugs. There were, 


| he ſaid, many other cauſes, exceſſive labour, their not being pro- 
petly and ſuficientiy fed, their univerſal diſſoluteneſs of morals, 
and hard and rigorous treatment. Every one of theſe cauſes of 
\ decreaſe he diſcuſſed with great minuteneſs, and ſaid, they each 
of them admitted of a remedy ; they might be better cloathed, 
they might be leſs worked, and better treated. Mr, Wilberforce 
entered into a long ſtatement, ſhewing that theſe remedies had 
been increaſing i in practice, and as they had encreaſed, the 

of Slaves had in an equal proportion leſſened: by ſuch meaſufes 
he proved, that the decreaſe of Slaves in Jamaica had leſſened in 
tf great a degree, that from the year 1774 to the preſent year, the 
decreaſe was not quite one in an hundred, and that in fact they 
were at preſent in a ſtate of increaſe, He ſtated the iſlands of 
| Barbadoes, of Nevis, of Antigua, and the Bermudas, to be like 
Jamaica, leſſening their decreaſe, and holding forth an evident 
and reaſonable expectation of a ſpeedy ſtate of increaſe; If Get. 
tlemen, he ſaid, ſhould agree with him that theſe accounts were 
authentic, he was confident that they would agree with him that 
* good uſage the Slaves would 1 ard . there was ” 
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| firther hob of importation, and a conſequent waſte of the human f 
ſpecies. He entered into argument to ſhew, that thoſe who argued | 
againſt the Motion, argued falſely on their own intereſt : He con- 
tended, that by fewer hands, the Weſt Indies might be cultivated | 
to greater advantage to the g e of plantations, and of this 57 
country, by the produce of cinnamon, coffee, and cocoa, than by 
ſugars; the produce of the plantations, he ſaid, might alſo be con- a 
ſiderably increaſed with leſs hands than were at preſent employed 


by the introduction of their agriculture machines: He quoted Mr. 


Long, to prove, that the plough, little uſed in the Weſt Indies, 1 
did the ſervice of 100 ſlaves, and cauſed the ſame ground to pro- 


duce three hogſheads of ſugar, e at other times would prodgaß ; 


but . 


- Mr. Wilberforce then took notice of the conduct of the Mere | 
chants of Liverpool, who laſt year declared it was a loſing trade at 


two ſlaves to a ton, and yet purſued it it when reſtricted to five to 
three tons, which they ſaid would ruin them. He believed it was 
a loſing adventure in the ſame manner as the Lottery was a lofing 


adventure, in which ſome individuals gained a fortune, while, 


/ 52 


others, who might purchaſe a conſiderable part of the Lottery, £ 
would be ſure to loſe, and in which, though all knew it to be a 


loling adventure, many were yery ready to engage. — The gentle 
men of Liverpool had ſtated the Slave Trade to be of ſach im- 


portance, that its abolition would ruin them, as its increaſe and 


ſucceſs had raiſed them. He would not believe that Liverpool 
either was raiſed, or depended for its conſequence, on the ſucceſs 


of the Slaye Trade; the whole outward-bound tonnage of that 


import not being leſs than 160,000 or 170,000 tons, while the 4 


export tonnage from that port for 'the African trade was not more 


than 12,000, Liverpool, he was ſure, owed its greatneſs to other 


and very different cauſes, not to the paltry conſideration, in ſq 


conſiderable a number out of 160 or 170,000, as 12,900, He way 


warranted, he ſaid, by 1 the Liverpool gentlemen themſelves to de- 
clare the trade to be a loſing one; and he was convinced, if they 


would open their eyes, that they would be'unanimous for the abo- 


lition of the trade. Another point he could not paſs over without - * 


particularly calling the attention of the Houſe to it. Many had 


alerted the effect it wouſd have on our ſeamen, and the dangerous 
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eonſequences that would reſult to aur Marine, by the abolition of 


the Slave Trade; ; many had. gone ſq far as to aſſert, that it would - 


de the total ruin of our Navy, and the increafe of that of our 


rivals. For an anſwer to thoſe aſſertions, he referred to what he. 


conſidered to be the moſt yaluable part of the Report, and ſor 
| which they were, and the country at large, indebted to the praiſe- 


worthy and indefatigable exertions of Mr. Clarkſon. By the Re- 
port it appeared, that ihſtead of the African Frade being a nurſery: 

for Britiſh ſeamen, it was their grave ; by that Report it was evi- 
dent that more ſeamen died in that trade, thay in the whole re- 
maining trade of the country ; out of g10 ſailers employed i in the 
African trade, 216 died in the year; while, upon à fair average. 
of the ſame number of men employed in the trades to the Eaſt and, 

Welt Indies, to Peterſburgh, Newfoundland, and Greenland, no 
more than 87 died. Mr. Wilberforce next read an extract of a 
letter from Governor Parry, of Barbadoes, to Lord Sydney, Secre= 
tary of State, in which the Governor declared, that he could no 
longer contain himſelf, on account of the cruelties he knew to be 
committed by the Slave Traders on the Coaſt of Africa, and the 
ill treatment that Britiſh ſailors experienced i in thoſe veſſels, great. 
numbers of which, when the Slave Ships arrived i in. the Windward, 
Iſlands, and no danger to be apprehended of inſurrections by the 
Slayes, were frequently quarrelled with by their Captains, and diſs 
charged, where they were left to periſh by fickneſs, or to enter 
Into foreign ſervice, and be for ever loſt to their country. Go- 
vernor Parry concluded by declaring, that the enormities of the 


trade were ſq great as to demand the immediate interference of 


the Legiſlature. After making ſome obſervations upon the ill- 
treatment received by ſailors in this trade, Mr. Wilberforce an- 


ſwered the arguments urged againſt the Abolition, on account of 


thy danger of our- rivals purſuing the trade, if we gave it up · On 
that ſubject, he ſaid, he had no fears at all. In firſt place, he. 
would not calumniate the F rench ſo much as to imagine that they | 


would take what we gave up, and be guilty of entering upon a 


trade like that, which entailed miſery on many thouſands ; if they 
| did engage in it, they would even then ſerve us; becauſe if be 
Was moſt powerful who has the longeſt purſe, and money being 
the finew of 255 if oy laid out thezr capital! in little FLA to 
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themſelves, it muſt 3 be of ſervice ta us, and hy: 
cheapneſs of our manufactures would force them to buy of us What 
they wantgd for the African market. They carrying it on would, - 
not juſtify us in doing ſo, for on that principle the moſt atrocious. 
acts of violence and iniquity might be juſtified. It was pet likely, 


he ſaid, they would carry it on, but that, on the contrary, from, | 
the Miniſter at pfęſent at the head of their finance (Monſ, Necker), 


it would be diſcguntenanced and aboliſhed there; the garneſt with. 
of that able Miniſter to have a trade ſo diſgraceful to human na- 
ture totally aboliſhed and deſtroyed, ſtood publickly recorded. | 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he was alſo, happy to relate to the Com- 
mittee an anecdote of the preſent King of France, which proved 
that he was a friend to the Abolition ; for being petitianed ta 
aboliſh a Society, formed for the annibilation of the Slave Trade, 


his Majeſty anſwered that he would not, and was happy to hear. 


that ſo humane a ſociety was formed in his dominions. Hence he. : 
Was conyinced that, France would not ſo deſtroy, her honour and 

her character, as a great nation, to carry on the trade. He imputed 
the backwardneſs of cpltivation in Africa to. ſlavery. from which, 


he ſaid, it would ſpeedily emerge, if the cauſe was taken away. 
Europe, three or four centyries back, was, in many parts, as 


barous as Africa at preſent, . and had as bad praftices as. the, 


Africans were charged with; for what would be faid, if ſo late, 
down as the middle of the thirteenth century, he-hould. be able 7h 
to find a parallel to the practice of Africa, and to prove, that in 


certain parts of Europe they ſold their children; that part of Eu- 
rope, he ſaid, was the City of Briſtol; which trade was put a flop, © - 


to by the Iriſh, in the reign of King Henry VII. who reſglved 6, 
buy no more of the Briſtol children, after a general calamity. ex. 


perienced by the Iriſh, and. which they imputed as a judgment - 7 
| from Heaven in token of its wrath, on account of their trafick in 


children. The only thing be had, therefore, to ſolicit of the Houſe 
was, to ſhew that they were now as much enlightened as the Irin 


were four centuries: back, and refuſed to buy any wort of My 5 


children or inhabitants of another country. 


Mr. Wilberforce adduced much farther argument to 1 os e 


great advantages might be attained by à fair and Bogdurable .,. 
ag igtercourle with Aſics after which be e beg- 
eng 
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ging 2 of the Houſe for having required their attention 60 


long; he ſaid, he could have expreſſed his conviction upon the 
buſineſs in a few words; he needed only for that purpoſe to have 


, . 


quoted a commandment from Holy Writ, „Thou ſhalt do no 


murder ;” but he thought it his duty to lay the whole of the caſe 


and the whole of its guilt before them. He really believed they 


were not aware of its enormity and its extent till that moment, 
and in ſo much they were not anſwerable for i its having exiſted io 


1 pen - 
Thy. 


long; but apprized of it as they now were, it behoved them to 


apply an adequate and immediate remedy. They would ſee that 
no mitigations, no palliatives, would anſwer the purpoſe; nothing 
ſhort of an abſolute Abolition would do, and for that he ſhould 


moſt ſtrenuouſly contend. They owed it to Africa as much as to 
their own moral characters, and he hoped they would follow up 


the principle of one of the repentant African Captains, who had 


proved a voluntary witneſs, and make Africa all the atonement in 


of which he had treated, to ten diſtinct Propoſitioas, which, when 


their power for the multifarious injuries ſhe had experienced at the 
| hands of Britiſh ſubjects. He ſaid, he had reduced the ſubject, 


they ſpoke farther on the topick, he ſhould be ready to ſupport 


reſpectively by argument, and prove by evidence. Mr. Wilber- 


force paid a very handſome compliment to the Slave'Trade Com- 


mittee, Who, he ſaid, had laboured with the greateſt aſſiduity to 


make the ſubject underſtood in all parts of the world, which from 

ts own power of intereſting the human mind, had engaged men 

' of all religions and opinions in its behalf. To call for any de- 
cifion that evening, he ſaid, would not be doing either the ſubject or 


the parties juſtice, nor uſing them candidly. He would therefore 


leave his Propoſitions on the table yay a few ways n. 


of all. 


one thing, however, he could not help noticing then, and that was, 


Lord Peurbyn faid, at that late has of the night it was im- 
poſſible for him to attempt to anſwer the Honourable Gentleman; 7 7 


that the Hon. Gentleman had miſrepreſented ſo many articles with 
regard to the Weſt [ndies, i in reſpect to its population, &c. that no 


reliance whatever could be placed on the picture he had choſen to 


exhibit. In two or three inſtances, where he had mentioned Mr. 
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tial to a fair ſtate of the He. did not mean to take up the. - | 
time of the Houſe then ; but when they ſhould he called upon to 
vote the Propoſitions they had juſt heard read, he ſhopld take the. : 
liberty of offering his obſervations upon chem. and upon the whole 3 
of the argument of the Hon. Gentleman. path 
Mr. Gaſcoyne faid, he did not intend to go into a a reply at . . 
late hour. But there were ſome parts of the Hon. Gentleman 5 e 
; ſpeech, which he would juſt notice. He meant the treatment of s 
the Africans in their mid paſſage to the Welt Indies, and the 1 
mortality of the ſeamen. He had been glad to hear, Mr. Gaſ⸗ 5 oY 
coyne ſaid, that the whole of the Propoſitions was grounded upon Wh, 
evidence to be found in the Report of the Privy Council. He had 
read that Report as carefully as poſſible, during the ſhort time that 
had been allowed Gentlemen to make themſelves maſters of Its 
and there was ſcarcely an aſſertion which the Hon. Gentleman had 
hazarded, that was not contradifted by reſpeQable authority re- | 
ferred to in the Report. The Hon. Gentleman had diſplayed L | 
great ingenuity as well as eloquence ; and therefore, as there were | 
other important witneſſes beſides thoſe 0n whom the Hon. Gentle- | 
man had reſted his facts, he had often been obliged to quote them, | 
but never ſaid much upon them. The Hon, Gentleman, he ob- | 
ſerved, had alluded to ſomething which he ſaid laſt year, and that | 
was, that with any. thing under two Africans to a ton, the trade 
could not go on. The fact was ſo, and if the Hon, Gentleman 
thought the Bill of laſt year had produced no inconvenience be 
was miſtaken, If he were to ſee'the numbers of ſailors out of em- 2 
ploy at Liverpool, and the quantity of ſhips laid up, he would not 
think the Delegates had made a contradiction to what their witneſſes s: 
had aſſerted at the Bar of the Houſe. Mr. Gaſcoyne ſaid, hne 
was glad to find that the Hon. Gentleman meant a fair unqualified 
s Abolition of the Slave Trade. He only wiſhed that the Hon. 
15 Gentleman had at once come to the vote he mentioned. He had | 
3 voted on the Queſtion of Right with the Right Hon. Gentle- | -# 
, man during the Regency diſcuſſion, and this was a queſtion Which, 
hk like that, ought to be decided. He added, that he was perſuaded *' 
9 that the Slave Trade might be made a much greater ſource of re- 
0 venue and riches to this country, than as it ſtood at preſent. My, 
. Gaſcoyne concluded with LOO a * that the Hon. Gentle. 
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man would allon/ ſufficient time for Gentiakes to examine the £ 


calculations upon which he had grounded himſelf in many Parts 
of his ſpeeth, and to try how far they were correct. 


Mr. Wilberforce declared, he did not really kno that i in any in- 


fiance whatever he had miſtated any one fact; if he had done ſo, 
3 would be eaſy to convict him out of the report upon the table. 

Sure he Was, he did nd meah to miſrepreſent any fact; he be- 
Tieved he had not done fo, a 


nd that when the Hon. Gentlemen came 
minutely to compare his ſtatement with the evidence afforded by the 


| Report, they would find they had been miſtaken. With regard to 
the Honourable Gentleman. who ſpoke laäſt, ſuppoſing that he 


meant to charge the declaration, that leſs than two African Slaves 
to a ton would be a loſing adventure, as a charge that practice had 


ceonttadicted, he meant no ſuch thing; ſo far from it, he had ar- 


gued it the other way, it being his decided opinion, that it was a 


loſing trade and a lottery, which nothing but the ſpirit of ſpecula- 


tion and adventure kept going. As to the giving time for exami- 


nation of his calculation, as he meant the matter to be fairly and 


fully diſcuſſed, he had no objection to naming Monday next for 
the Committee's fitting again. 


| Mr. Burke, Mr. Burke (aid, he did not mean to detain the Committee but 


for a very few minutes. He was not able, if he had been inclined 


to it; bat a from his other Parliamentary duty ke might not have 
it in his power to attend the buſineſs in its courſe, he would take 


khat opportunity of ſtating his opinion upon the fabject. In the 


"firſt plate, he thought the Houſe, the nation, arfd all Europe, un- 


der very great and ſerious obligations to the Hon. Gentleman, for 


having brought the ſubject forward in a manner the moſt maſterly. 


| Impreſſive, and eloquent. Principles ſo admirably laid down p with 
ſo much order and force, were equal to any thing he had ever 


heard of in modern oratory; and perhaps it was not excelled by 
any thing to be met with in Demoſthenes. A trade began with | 
"ſavage war, proſecuted with utheard of erdelty, continued during 
the thid paffage with the moſt loathſome impriſonaient, and ending 
in perpetudlexile and anremltting ſlavery, was a trade ſo horrid in 
"all its cireutmnſtances, that it was impoſſible a ſingle argument could 
be heard in its farour. On the ſeore of prodence nothing could 


be "ſata tr defence of 0 nor evuld it be fJitified' by Heceity, and 
fi no 
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no cane of tahumanity could be juſtified, but | upon reel 5 Me 
'noAuch neceſſity tould be made out firong enough to bear out ſich, 
traffick. It was the duty of that Houſe therefore, to put an end 
to it: if it were ſaid, that the intereſt of individuals required that 
it ſhould continue, that argument ought not to be liſtened 16. 

Suppoling that a rich mah had a capital, to a conſiderable: amount, . 
lying by him, and every one he obſerved who had a large capital 
Was 2 rich man ; all capitals required active motion, it Was their 
nature n not to remain paſſive and unemployed; but if a large capital, ' 
were employed in a traffick, diſgraceful to the nation; and fhiock- 

ing to humanity, it was the duty of that Houſe to e _ i" 
plication, and inſtead of ſuffering it to be ill employe 
it to be employed i in ſome Trade, at orice advantageous 5 1 end, 

reſpectable in its nature, and uſeful to mankind.” Nor was it ky - 
argument to ſay the a capital was already engaged 56 the Slave 


Trade; for from its active principle when taken oùt of that Trade, 


it would ſoon find employment! in another channel. This had been 
the caſe with tlie Merchants and Ship Owners of Liverpool, du- 
ring the Amefican war ; the Africas Trade was then almoſt WE - 
loſt, and yet the Ship Owners of Liverpool had their ſhips em- 


ployed either as tranſpotts in the ſervice of Government, or n 


other ways. After deſcanting on this point for ſome time” with | 
great ſoundneſs of feaſoning, Mr. Burke ſaid, he could bare 
wiſhed with the Member for Eiverpool, that tlie bufineſy' might 
have come to a concluſion at once} without voting the Propoſitions 
that had been read to them: He was- not over fond of abftrat 


propoſitions. They were ſeldom neceſſary; and ofteri'cauſed great , 


difficulty and embarrafiment. There was, beſides; no prcaſion 
whatever to affign detailed reafons for a vote, which vp the face 
of it ſuffſciently juſtified the Houſe in coming to it. If the Pro- 


. poſitions ſhojild happen to be made, and not be eatried in that 


Houſe or the other, ſuch'a complication of miſchiefs might follow; 
as would cauſe them heartily 'to lament that they ever were voted; 
If the ultimate Refolution ſhould happen to be loft; lie declas 


ted he was afraid tlie Propoſitions would pafs as waſte Paper: 
He reminded. the Committee that it was neceſſary to look 1 


ther than the preſent moment, and to aſk themſelyes-if they bad 


17 fortified their minds fafliciendly to bear the conſequences of e 
e Fe Yo D | 5 . Fo ſep ? 
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; ſtep they were that night. about to'take. When they 1 4 | 
EL the Slave Trade, the Spaniards, and ſome other Foreign Power, 
might poſſibly take it up, and clandeſtinely ſupply our Weſt-India 
__. Hands with Slaves. Had they virtue enough to ſee that, to bear 
the idea of another country reaping profits they had laid down, 
and to abſtain from that envy natural to.competitors in trade, ſo as 
to keep their virtue, Readily 10 purſue their purpoſe, and firmly I 
TE to adhere to their determination? If. ſo, let them thankfully 1 
„ ceed. to vote the immediate abolition of the Trade. But if they 
ſhould repent of their virtue, (and he had experienced miſerable + 
+ inſtances of ſuch repentance) all hopes of future reformation would 
be loſt; they would go back to a trade they had abandoned with 
redoubled attachment, and would adhere to it with a degree of 
avidity and ſhameleſs ardour to their own humiliation, and to the 
degradation and diſgrace of the nation in the eyes of all Europe. 
Theſe were conſiderations well worth adverting to, before they 
took a deciſive ſlep in a buſineſs, in which they qught not to move 
with any other determination than to abide the conſequence at all 
hazards, If they had virtue enough to act in that manner, they 
would do themſelves immortal honour, and would ſee khe abolition 
of the moſt ſhameful trade, that ever the hardened heart of man 
could bear. Viewing the trade, and all the circumſtances of -10; + 
with the horror that the full view of it the Hon. Gentle- 
man. had that day diſplayed, could not fail to excite in the breaſt 
of every man not dead to ſenſibility, he blamed not the Hon, 
Gentleman for knockigg at every door, and appealing to every 
paſſion, well knowing, as the Hon. Gentleman had forcibly and 
cortectly ſaid, that mankind were governed by their ſympathies. 
There were other paſſions, however, to be regarded; men were 
alivays ready to obey their ſympathies. when it coſt them nothing, | 
Were they prepared to pay the price of their virtue? The Hon. 
Gentleman had ſaid, the Weſt India Planters would have Aa com- hs 
* penſation adequate to the loſs incurred by the Abolition of ine 
| Slave Trade. He believed they would ; but how they would have _ 
; inſtant compenſation for what they would loſe, he could not con- 
ceive. With their loſs, their virtue would be greater. Having 
put this very forcibly, Mr. Burke took notice of the teſtimony of - 
. Admiral Barrington, | Who hay ſaid, he envied the condition of the 
| Negroes 


/ 
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Wien in the Weſt India b The Hon. ain he' . „ 
he ſhould rather ſuppoſe, meant, that as he had fought ſo often => 
bravely for his country, he was determined to fight again; ns” 5 „ 

„than ſuffer his countrymen to be made flaves. If, however, he N 
2 woas to be taken literally, his ſenſation could only be accounted for ; 
+1 by his having ſeen the Negroes i in the hour of their ſports,” when a 
ſenſe of the miſery of their condition was neither felt by themſelves, 
nor viſible to others. | Nothing, he ſaid,” made a happy Slave, but 
a degraded man. Ig proportion as the mind grows callous toit 
degradation, and all ſenſe of manly pride is loſt, the Slave feels 


comfort. In fact, he is no longer a man. If he were 10 define a a 
wan; Mr. Burke declared, he would ſay with SN 3 8 | 


* 
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„ Man is a being, holding large aeccre 5 
8 Looking before and after.“ 25 0 ee 
A Slave was incapable of either I6oking before or after. | Mr. „ 
Burke, in this part of his ſpeech, addreſſed Sir William Dolben . 5 ol 
(the Chairman) with the words, ** to conclude, My Lords,” which | 
occaſioning a loud laugh, Mr. Burke, with great good humour . 
and pleaſantry, accounted for this lip of the tongue, by telling 
Sir William Dolben that he had known men, who, fitting where. i 
he did, of no more merit than himſelf, had been elevated by 1 
things equally trifling ; and ſo many people had been lately tranſ- 15 
planted into the other Houſe, that he could not help ſay ing, ET, 
© My Lords,” by. anticipation, To be f:rious again, he took | 
notice of the reference which Mr. Wilberforce had made to the EE 4 
evidence delivered at the Bar with ſo much ability by the late Mr. 
Glover, (Author of Leonidas) a Gentleman WhO, as Mr. Burke. 
phraſed it, had fortified the learned world with works, that would 
| Preſerve his reputation to future ages. That Gentleman, he faid, 
had told them at their Bar the probable miſchiefs that the Ameri- 1 3 
can war would draw on their trade, and becauſe by a happy V 
cidence of circumſtances that miſchief had not enſued” to its full 
predicated extent (a circumſtance which had very happily diſap- | 
pointed his expectation) was the evidence of Mr. Glover to be „ 
ſpiſed and ridiculed, and was ſuch a man to be treated as a falſe 
prophet? After dwelling upon this for ſome few minutes, Mr. 5 
Burke ſaid he would conclude as he bad begun, with giving his 5 
hearty and 9 thanks to the Hon. e ve his ſpeech, 55 
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and hob gh he might not entirely approve of his mode of — 


ing, he was ready to let bim parſue his own mode, be chat n = 


it i» might, end to give him every poſſible ſupport. 


Mr. Pitt laid, though no queſtion had been put that 80 tis 1 6 | 


could not help Expreſſing his approbation of the Right Hon. Cen- 


ileman's ſentiments, with almoſt eyery one of which he cordially 


concurred ; and when he differed at al!, it was, only. as to. thoſe 


ſentiments which the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated with res - 


| ſped to the mode of proceeding, and the propriety of coming. to 
de ſeveral diſtin& propoſitions, which were the grounds of the 


ultimate vote for an unqualified abolition of the Slave Trade, He 
returned his Hon. Friend, therefore, his ſincere thanks for the 


manner in which he had brought the ſubje& before the Houſe, not 

| merely i in regard to the maſterly, forcible, and perſpicuous method 

of argument that he had purſued reſpecting it, but particularly for 
having choſen the only way in which it could be made obvious to 

the world, that they were warranted in every ground of fact, and 

of reaſon, i in coming to that vote, which he truſted would be che 
end of their proceeding. He was ſatisfied, Mr. Pitt ſaid, that na 
argument reconcileable to any idea of juſtice, could be given for FF 
continuing or carrying on the Trade in queſtion; and he was per- 
fealy clear that his opinion, at leaſt the principles on which i it was, 


founded in his own mind, were totally unalterable ; yet he was 


ready to hear, with the aeg candour and impartiality, all the 5 
arguments that could be offered by thoſe who, either from con- 
vietion, or from any other motive, entertained different ſenti⸗ 7 
ments; being from all the attention he had been able to pay the | 


I 


(avjedt, (and he was far from the affectation of treating it li ghtly, | 


or. meaning to have it underſtood, that he had not miputely in: 
veſtigated it) firmly perſuaded, that nothing but the obſcurity of = | 
general notions, unfathomed and unexamined, could have hitherto | 
| prevented : all mankind (thoſe Gps. intereſted in the queſtion : 
the ſame opinion on the 


alone excepted) from agreeiog in one an 


ſubjed. The real grounds, of the proceeding, which he truſted | 
and doubted not but that Houſe would adopt, were ſtated diſtinctly _ 
in the propoſitions, which when put point to point, would de 
| found to be ſuch as no people could venture to ſay No to, if they _. 
ne not r de deaf to the languagy of reaſon, and of a 25 
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fact; let thoſe propoſitions once be put. upon the e of . . 
Houſe, and it was almoſt impoſſible for them to fail. Per. 
as he was of the policy as well as humanity of the meaſure, could - 
he have ever entertained any doubt of its ſucceſs, (and that, he 
F} thought; when the grounds of it were clearly aſcertained and well | 
| underſtood, was not by any means. to be expected) ſtill that —_— ß 
not have deterred him from perſiſting, in his purpeſe. As to the | 
mode ultimately by which the abolition of the Slave Trade Was to 
be carried into effect, they were nat at preſent ro-diſcuſs it, burn 
he truſted that it would not be found the means of inviting foreign 
powers to ſupply our Iſlands with Slaves by a clandeſtine: trade, 
becauſe after a debt founded on the immutable principles. of juſtice 155 
was found to be due, it was impoſſbie but that the country hat! 
means to have i it paid; and when once they had come to arefold- = 2 
tion to aboliſh the Slave Trade, they were not to be preventedby ©! 
any fears of other nations being tem pted by the, profit reſulting from ; 
a commerce, (which upon grounds of Humanity and national 35 
honour they had abandoned) 10 carry it on in an illicit manner, ng 
Should that be the caſe, the language muſt be, that Great - Britain 1 
had reſources to enable her to protect her Iſlands, and preyent that 
traffic being clandeſtinely carried on with them, which ſhe had 
thought it for her own honour and character to abandons, It was 
their duty, and i it ſhould be their ambition, to take the lead in a 
buſineſs of ſo much national importance, and ſo much national 1 
credit; and he declared, he could not but have great confidence - 
that foreign nat ons would be inclined to ſhare the honour, nod ; 
that if they were ready and willing to do ſoz they ought, on their 5 
part, for the ſake of the general good that would reſult from ſuck 
a meaſure being univerſally. taken to forego, the. honour: in their 
favour, and to be contented to follow as their imitators in ſo e èæ ' 
cellent a work. He ſaid, that if they were diſpoſedl to ſet about „ 
it in earnelt, foreign nations might be invited to concur with them, E 5 
either by negotiation immediately. to be commenced, or by the . THe 
effect that the propoſitions being * 2 their Jo rnals, e 
in all probability. produce... „ „ , Sans. 5 
Sir William, Young declared he ed: no ee concur 81. William: | 
in the Hon. Gentleman's propoſal, if founded in the truth of _ Youngs 
he had brought forward; bys at. Loh hd a. the f en, | 
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Gentleman | 
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Gentleman oppoſite to him muſt know, that if hire were not 
great reſtrictions provided, there muſt be clandeſtine Trade carried 


on, and then the ſufferings of the Africans would be ten times 
greater than any they now felt, while the trade was legal. This 
Sir William explained, by ſtating the peculiar ſituation, of ſeveral 


of our Iflands, and the amazing hardſhips that the Slaves muſt 
vndergo in conſequence of numbers of them being crammed into 
the holds of ſmall veſſels, and kept there while the veſſels were 
obliged to keep hovering round the Iſlands and watching an oppor- 
tunity to effect a landing of their cargo. Sir William mentioned 


a point of which the Hon. Gentleman who had opened the debate 


. had taken no notice, and that Was, the caſe of thoſe who had lent 


money on mortgage upon che eſtates of the Weſt India Planters, 


The decreaſe of Negroes. on thoſe eſtates would, he ſaid, alter : 


and decreaſe the value of the property of each; and conſequently 


leſſen the ſecurity of the mortgagees. He mentioned, that the 


Hon. Gentleman had ſtated that 15,000 Slaves had been deſtroyed: 


by the hurricanes i in the Iſland of Jamaica, and put the caſe, that 
a Planter who had mortgaged. his eſtate had ninety Negroes, - -and 


a third of them were loſ either by fevers, the ſmall pox, or any 
other diſeaſe ; in that caſe the Mortgagee would find his ſec urity ſo 
much altered, that he would naturally forecloſe. Sir William 


thought it neceſſary to ſuggeſt theſe hints to the conſideration of. 


the Hon. Gentleman; declaring, however, that he was glad the 


Hon. Gentleman had brought the ſubje& forward in the ſhape of 


diſtin& propoſitions, grounded upon e to be Ne? in the 
Report of the Privy Council. 


faQion than the preſent. With regard to the plan of laying. the 
Propoſitions before the Houſe, where he was agreed as to the ſub- 


ſtance of a meaſure, he did not like to differ as to the form of it, 
If, however, he differed in any thing, it was rather with a view to 
forward the buſineſs than to injure it, or to throw any thing like 1 
an obſtacle or impediment in its way. Nothing like either ſhould 
come from him. What he thought, was, that all che propoſitions | 


were not neceſſary to be voted, previous to the ultimate vote, 


though ſome of them undoubtedly were. In order to explain this, 
] Wi reminded the Yon. Gentleman, that the at were of | 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, he never had heard a -Bdbais with more ek, | 
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two forts: one ſort alledged the ſit grounds, on which the. Hi 0 | 
| ought: to proceed to aboliſh the Slave Trade, viz, that it Was adi 
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grace to humanity, that it was attended with. the.loſs; of lives to 


our ſeamen, as well as the Africans, &c. Kc. Another ſort con- 


tained aſſertions in anſwer, as it were, to the obje&ions that. had - 
been ſtated, or were ſuppoſed likely to be , ſtated. The putting 
ſuck reſolutions on their Journals might create a difficulty to foreign 
powers, becauſe what might be a matter of objection to Great - 
Britain might not be ſo to any other country. Mr. Fox applauded... 


Mr. Wilberforce, and gave him his thanks for profeſing-.to do, 


what he thought it their duty to do, viz. to completely aboliſh the 
traffic in Slaves, a traffic for continuing which on no ground either 
a plea of policy or neceſſity could be urged. Wherever an effettaal. 
remedy could not be had, Mr. Fox ſaid, he approved a palliativey _ 
becauſe ſomething like a remedy. was. better than no remedy at 
all; in the preſent caſe, an effectual remedy was not only mere. 
deſirable, but it was much leſs difficult to be obtained than a pals. 
liative. _ He was glad that the Propoſitions were. to be put upon 
the Journals, becauſe if from any misfortune the, buſineſs ſhould 
fail, while it ſtood upon the Journals, it might ſucceed another 
year 5 certain ir was, it could not fail to ſucceed ſooner or later. 


* 


before us, and ſet one themſelves. If this were to happen, though , 

we might be the loſers; humanity would be the gainer. Mr. Fox 
reminded the Houſe that he had always been particularly ſanguine 
that whenever they examined the Slave Trade thoroughly, the 
would find it not only inhuman, but impolitic; . from what the 
Hon. Gentleman, who had ſubmitted the Propoſitions to their 
conſideration, had ſaid, it was clear there was as little policy. as * 
humanity in the Trade. But what he roſe chiefly for, Mr. Fox 5 
ſaid, was to notice, what had fallen from the Right Hon: Gen 
tleman reſpecting the probability of foreign, nations, aſſuming the 
Slave Trade on our abandoning it, and in an illicit manner 1. 
plying our Weſt- India Iſlauds with Slaves. He had intended to 
bare riſen to have ſaid the very ſame thing, becauſe he was con- 


vinced that it was the fit tone to be held on ſuch. a ſubject, and 


that foreigo nations ak be given "i agdetheyds: that when this 
i | | — 
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- country” thought” proper to aboliſh the Slave Trade, we had re. 
ſourees among us to prevent that Trade being carried on. in any 
manner with our Colonies. With regard to what the Hon. Gen- 
tleman, who ſpoke laſt had ſaid, in declaring that a clandeftine 
Trade in Slaves was worſe than a legal one, he differed entirely. 
He thought ſuch a trade, if it exiſted at all, ſhould be only clan- 
deſtine. A trade in human fleſh was ſo ſcandalous, that it was to 
the laſt degree infamous to let it be openly carried on by the 
authority of the Government of any ccuntry. Mr. Fox ſaid; he 
had ſometimes been thought to uſe too harſh expreffions of France 
in treating her as the rival of this country, Politically ſpeaking, 
France certainly was our rival; but he well knew the diſlinction 
between political enmity and illiberal prejudice. If there was any 
5 great and enlightened nation now exiſting in Euroße, it was 
1 France, which was as likely as any nation on the face of the globe, 
to att on the preſent ſubje& with warmth, and with enthufiaſm; 
to catch a ſpark from the light of our fire, and to run a race with 
us in promoting the ends of humanity.” France has been often im- 
properly ſtimulated by her ambition; he had no doubt, ſhe would 
in the preſent inſtance readily follow its lionourable dictates: He 
concluded with obſerving, that the bulineſs ar bags nf 

| and promiſed ſucceſs. ' i : 
Mr. Cen- Mr. Grenville (the cial) bald, he did not mean to Sil the 
| "i ſubje again, which had been reaſoned upon ſo ably ; but he ſhould 
not do juſtice to his feelings, if he did not expreſs to the Houſe, 
und to his Hon. Friend, the pleaſure and the ſatisfaction he had 
received from one of the moſt maſterly and eloquent ſpeeches he 
had ever heard, a ſpeech which could not fail to do honour to his 
Hon. Friend, and entitle him to the thanks of that Houſe, of the 
people of England, of all Europe, and of the lateſt poſterity;  'Mr: 
_ Grenville thought a great advantage might be brought to the queſ. 
tion from its being thoroughly àiſcuſſed, and therefore he Was pe- 
culiarly happy that his Hon. Friend had introduced the grounds of 
it in diſtinct propoſitions. With regard to our Colonies, we were 
bound; Mr. Grenville ſaid, to affert our right, to prevent out Wlands 
from having either directly or indirectly, any farther connexion 
with a trade, Which we had thought it dur duty to abandon, as 


5 datt to * carried on. 3 ag the * Hon. Gentleman 
* « had 


it was in that view we conſidered it. r 


as the poor Africans. The Alderman conceived, that if wiſe res 


preſs his feelings, and act upon motives of prudence.” He ther 
fore cautioned his Right Hon. Friend below him (Mr. Fox) ane 

the Right Hon, Gentleman oppoſite to him, not raſhly and; preci- 
pitately to put an end to a trade; ſo eſſentially amn 


ruin of the mercantile intereſts of their count. 5 


the Right Hon. Gentleman had juſt expreſſed himſelf to his heart's 


that he was more proud of being an Engliſhman, than he had ever 
been before. He was deciſively for an unqualified abolition of the 


Alderman was miſtaken ; ; that no ſuch effects as he had predicted 2 | 


ot take place merely out of 2 to the eee 


SLAVE TRAD, 


hed termed it, the proper tone to aſſume to all Europe on ſich a. 
ſubject, and it was beſides proper to- let our domlazngs know, - = Fo 


.- Mr. Alderman Newnham ſaid, though he wiſhed 2s well to the — 
5 of Humanity as any man, yet, as a Repreſentative. of the che 
City of London, he could not give his-conſent to a propoſition - 
which, if carried, would fill the City with men ſuffering as much 


gulations were applied to. the Slave Trade ſo as to, cure it of the 5 | 
many abuſes that he had no doubt prevailed i in it, it might, he was 1 
ſure, be made a ſource of revenue and material commercial advan _.- 
tage. If it were aboliſhed altogether, he was perſuaded i it W) Ie 
render the City of London one ſcene of bankruptcy and ruin. »H 


Standing i in the ſituation that he did in that Houſe, he-muſt ſups - 


branch- of our national commerce. Let the Right Hon. Gentle. - 
men, the Alderman ſaid, take care, that while they were giving 


way-to the goodneſs of their hearts; they did not eee the 


Mr. Martin ſaid, as it had happened the other evening that th 1 
Right Hon. Gentleman's ſentiments coincided with his own, ſo e | 


content, and ſaid. all B could have wiſhed to have. faid. Mr. 
Martin declared himſelf ſo well ſatisfied with what had been ſo ably 
ſtated by the Hon. Gentleman who introduced: the Propoſitions, 


Slave Trade, and he flattered himſelf the policy would be found | 
io go along with the humanity of the meaſure. With regard =: = 
what bad fallen from the worthy Alderman, he hoped the worthy 5 


would take jJkce in the City of London, but that the Citizens had 
too much public ſpirit, to wiſh. that a great national object ſhould 
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Mr. Dempſter faid, there were Petitions on the table, Ating 
that private injuries would be felt to a confiderable amount. He 
had therefore expected, that the firſt Propoſition the Hon. Gen- 
tleman would have come forward with, Wld have been a propo- 
nition to make good, out of the public purſe, all the loſſes indivi- 
Adds were Hable to ſuſtain from an abolition of the Slave Trade. 
That ought, in his mind, to have been the preliminary ſtep. He 
begged to alk, had the Hon. Gentleman any Plantation of his 
own? Had the two Right Hon. Gentlemen any plantations ?/ 
 Ufdonbtedly they had not, neither had he any Plantation. What 
right then had they to interfere with the intereſts of thoſe who were 


Planters? He did not like to be generous out of the pockets of 


others. It was recommended to them to abolifh the Slave Trade 
on à principle of humanity; undoubtedly they owed humanity to 
all mankind ; but they all owed juſtice to thoſe who were intereſted 
in the event of the queſtion, and had embarked their fortunes on 
the faith of Parliament. The African Trade had been conſidered 
by that Houſe as ſo valuable, that they had preferred it to all 


. others, and had annvally voted a very confiderable ſam towards 
carrying it on. They had hitherto deemed it an eſſential nurſery 


of our ſeamen, and had cheriſhed it in conſequence. Had it really 
deen ſuch as the Hon. Gentleman had repreſented it, our Anceſtors 
would not have encouraged it any more than they, and therefore 
upon theſe and other conſiderations he could not help thinking, 


| that they ſhould be wanting in their duty, if they abandoned it al- 


together. Mr. Dempſter declared, that ſugar could be raiſed much 


cheaper by Freemen than by Slaves, and that it was a well-known 


ſact that it might. In illuſtration of this, he ſtated the various 


. comparative prices of ſugars in Batavia, in China, and in other 


parts of the Eaſt, in fome of which it was cultivated by Slaves, and | 
in others by Freemen. Having ſtated t is diſtinctly, he ſaid there 
was'one other point that was material, and that was our'taking 
upon ourſelves to provide for the Weſt Indian Planters, and to pro- 


nounce upon the means of cultivating their eſtates, The meaſure 


In his mind ought to have originated with them, and ſome petition 
ſhould have been received from them, ſtating what their ſentiments 
were upon the ſubject, and praying the Houſe to take meaſures ac- 
cordingly, The Houſe might, if it pleaſed, prevent any Brĩ ii 
a from becoming Slaves, but chey could not with any pre- 
* tence. | 


— 
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tence of right preſcribe to the Gentlemen of the Weſt Indies by. : 


what hands their plantations ſhould be cultivated. Mr. Dempſter 
repeated his aſſertion, that a commiſſion of enquiry into the loſſes 
individuals, concerned in the Slave Trade, were likely to incur by the . 
Abolition of that Trade, ought to iſſue as the firſt ſtep to any future 


proceeding i in the buſineſs; and when. the loſſes were aſcertained, 


that Houſe ſhould have proceeded to vote an adequate compenſation, 


Lord Peariyn roſe again, merely to prevent the, Committeg from Lord Pens 


by freemen.. The fact was, that no ſuch thing was 


It had been tried, and tried in vain. Notwithſtanding the reveries 


therefore, of the Hon, Gentleman who began the debate, that 


ſpeculation muſt be abandoned. There were mortgages in the. 


Weſt India Iſlands, his Lordſhip ſaid, to the amount of ſeventy 


millions; the queſtion therefore was, if they. paſſed the vote f 
| Abolition, they actually firuck. at ſeyenty millions of property, 
they ruined the Colonies, and by deſtroying an eſſential nuriery - 


for ſeamen, give up the dominion of the ſea at a fngle glance... 


Mr. Smith (Member for Sudbury) ſaid, he could not Nate, his Mr, 2 


concurrence with the propoſitions, without teſtifying his heart-felt 


ſatisfaction at the manner in which the Hon. Gentleman who : 


opened the debate, if it could be called a debate, had treated the 
ſubject. Mr. Smith gave Mr. Burke or Mr. Fox, (we know not 


which) credit for his ſentiments, and declared, that he really did 


not expect any other at his hands than thoſe he heard from him. 
He cited a ſentence coincident to one of the Right Hog. Gentle- 


man's arguments of that day, from a pamphlet relative to the Eaſt 


Indies, written ſome years ſince, and defired to lay in his claim 


(when they were to diſcoſs the bufinefs fully) to go into the 


aſſertions of the noble Lord and Hon, Gentleman, the other Mem- 
ber for Liverpool : conſidering the ſituation of thoſe Gentlemen, 
no men were more candid, but, as he did not feel any of thoſe 
prejudices. arifing from connection, he wiſhed the buſineſs to be 
fully examined, being ſatisfied that the more it was gome into, the 


more its total abolition would be found to be neceſſary and proper. 


He took notice of the various predictions of ſeveral Gentlemen, 


who had held out ideas of the miſchievous conſequences that would 


follow the abolition, and read an eure from a pamphlet pub- 
. e 


rhyn 
going away with an idea, that ſugar could be cheaply cultivated | | 


Ir. Pit= = Mr. Pit roſe again, not, he ſaid, to diſcuſs the e ſabjea- a gage 
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liſhed i in 1781, by . 120 Eſq; n was _ to he 
ſubject. cop 


moment, but leſt the Houſe ſhould go away with an idea that he 
acceded to the propofition of the Hon. Gentleman under che Gal- 
lery, who had ſuggeſted the neceſſity of making a compenſation 
for any loſſes that might be incurred by the people of Liverpool, 
or elſewhere ; he thought it neceſſary to ſtate that he did not 
acquieſce in the idea; nor even, ſhould the fact turn out that any 
loſfes of the ſort in queſtion ſhould be incurred, could he reconcile 
the liſtening to any claim of that kind, and giving : 2 e Fn 
to any one principle of legiſlation. | 
Mr. Alderman Sawbridge followed the line of eden 4 06 
by his colleague, Mr. Alderman Newnham, and declared, he was 
not ready to ſay that it was expedient for that country to aboliſh 
the Slave Trade altogether ; he thought, under wiſe and uſeful 
regulations, it might be rendered highly beneficial bn to the 


commerce and revenue of the country. 1 

The Chairman was directed to report progreſs, and aſk ab ” 

zt again. 4 $3403 Re ans 
8 er roſe at ble o Clock. ä . a 


Core Copies: of the Twelve traces 1 on Tueſday 
evening by Mr. WiLpzzrorct, to the conſideration of the 
Committee, to whom the Report of the Privy Council, various 
| Petitions for the Abolition of the SLAVE TRADE, and other 
Papers relative thereto, had been referred; which Propoſitions | 
were by conſent ordered to lie on the Table. 
That the PL of awe na fed from the coaſt of 
Africa in Britiſh veſſels, is ſuppoſed to amount to about 38, 00. 
That the number annually carried to the Britiſh Weſt India 
Sends has amounted to about 22,500, on an Ty of four n 
to the year 1787 incluſiyxe. 19855 
Trjhat the number annually eine in the faid . as «th 28 
Area by the Cuſtom- Houſe Accounts, has amounted an the Sago 
ayerage, to about 17,500, 1 
2 | | > . 
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European veſſels are brought from the interior parts of the conti · 


Tyhat no preciſe information appears to have been obtaiged of 
the manner in which theſe perſons have been made Slaves. 4 


| profit of thoſe by whom they are condemned. 


er laſtly by Europeans, engaged i in this traffic, 3 Wake FE" 


| crimes, to encourage acts of oppreſſion, violence and fraud, and 


trade and manufactures of this kingdom, and which are in a great 


or in yew part n by e nations. 


. . ; * ; ; : 
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That much the greater number af the Negroes carried away.by © i 


nent of Africa, and many of them from a very great diſtanre. 


But that from the accounts, as far as any have been procured - 
on this ſubject, with reſpect to the Slaves brought from the interior 
parts of Africa, and from the information Which has been received 
reſpeQing the countries nearer to the Coaſt, the Slaves Ay 
general be claſſed under ſome of the * eee 8 

i. Priſoners taken in 4 ue nad 

2d. Free perſons ſold for debt, or on account of pac or imputed 
crimes, particularly adultery and witchcraft, in which caſes they 
are frequently fold with their whole families, and ſomerimes, for the 


3d. Domeſtic Slaves ſold for the profit of their maſters, in 1 
places at the will of the maſters, and in ſome places on ery, th con- 
demned by them, for real or imputed crimes, © + © 

4th. Perſons made Slaves by various acts of oppreſſon , Wa: 
or fraud, committed either by the princes and chiefs of | thoſe 
countries on their ſubjects, or by private individuals on each other, 


t#5 
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TRY 


. „„ eee e 
That the trade carried on by European nations on — b 


Africa for the purchaſe of Slaves, has neceſſarily a "tendency to 
occafion frequent and cruel wars among the natives,” to produce 
unjuſt convictions and puniſhments for pretended or aggravated * 


to obſtract the natural courſe of civilization and Es; in 
thoſe countries. . 
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3 
| That the FO bent of WAL in "Its" rens Hike; Adis. 
ſeveral valuable articles of commerce, highly important to the 


meaſure peculiar to that quarter of the globe : And that the foil - 
and climate have been found by experience well adapted to the 
production of other articles, with which we are now. either w”_ 
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might probably be ſubſtituted in the place of that which is now 
carried on in Slaves, fo as at leaſt to afford a return for the ſame 
_ quantity of goods as has annually been carried thither in Britiſh 
veſſels: And laſtly, that ſuch a commerce might reaſonably be ex- 


peRed to increaſe in proportion to the _ of civilization and 
Eun 6n that continent. | 


Vo 7. 
That the Slave Trade has 5 found by experience to * pecu- 


niz! injurious and deſtructive to the - Britiſh ſeamen, who have 
been much greater than his Majeſty's ſhips ſtationed on the coaſt 


any other trade, i 
VI. 


Tbat the mode of tranſporting the Slaves from Africa to the Welt 
Indies, neceflarily expoſes them to many and grievous ſufferings, 
for which no regulations can provide an adequate remedy; and 


| 5 periſhed during the voyage. 
7 VII. 


periſhed in the harbours in the Weſt Indies, previous to their being 
ſold: That this loſs is ſtated by the Aſſembly of the iſland of 
Jamaica at about four and a half per cent. of the number imported: ; 
and is by medical perſons of experience in that iſland aſcribed in 
great meaſure to diſeaſes contracted during the voyage; and to the 
mode of treatment on board the ſhips, by which thoſe diſeaſes 
have been ſuppreſſed for a time, in order to render the 1258 ft Hop 
mans ſale. | 
vIIL 


| That the loſs of newly imported Negroes within the firſt three 
years after their importation, bears . proportion to the whole 
number imported. 


IX. 
That the natural increaſe of . amon ng the ! in the 


cauſes. 


iſt, The inequality « of the ſexes in the importations ben 


That an RISER commerce with Africa i in theſe commodities ' 


been employed therein. And that the mortality among them has 


of Africa, or than has been uſual in Britiſh veſſels e in 


that in conſequence therkof, a large proportion of them has annu- 


That a _ proportion of the Slaves fo cranſported has ab 


iflands appears to have been impeded principally by the following 


That 
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ug. The pena diffoluteneſ of manners among the Slaves, all 


che want of proper regulations for the Ee pt inarriages, ' 
and of rearing children. 


34, The particular diſeaſes which-4 are coated among them, 


and which are in ſome inſtances attfibnted. to too ſevere labour, or 
rigorous treatment, and in others to inſufficient os improper food. + 


Ach. Thoſe diſeaſes which affe& a large proportion of Wane - 
and thoſe to e eee age 1 8 


children i in their infar 
n from Africa have been ſound to be ME", liable. 
*. 


That the whole onake of Slaves in | the it. of Jamaies i in 
1768, was about — — — 167,000 ö 
That the number in 1774 Was, as ſtated by Governor „„ 


195 ow: 


Keith, about — 
And that the number in in is _ as Hated. r 


Lieut. Governor Clerke, was about — , e 75 
That by comparing theſe numbers with the numbers imported into 
and retained in the iſland in the ſeveral years from 1768 to 1974 


incluſive, as appearing ftom the accounts delivered to the Commit- 


tee of Trade by Mr. Fuller, and in the ſeveral years from 1775 
incluſive, to 178) alſo incluſive, as appearing by the accounts _. 
delivered in by the Inſpector General, and allowing for'a loſs of 
about 1-22d part by deaths on ſhip-board after entry, as ſtated in No 
the report of the Aſſembly of the ſaid Iſland of Jamaica, it appears, 


that- the annual exceſs of deaths above births in the Iſland, in the 


whole period of 19 years, has been in the proportion of about 


7-Sths per cent. computing on the medium number of Slaves in 


the Iſland during that period. That in the firſt ſix years of the 
ſaid nineteen, the exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of rather 

more than one on every hundred on the medium number. That 
in the laſt thirteen years of the ſaid nineteen, the exceſs of deaths 
was in the proportion of about three fifths on every hundred on 
the medium number: and that a number of Slaves, amounting to 
15.000, is ſtated by the Report of the Hand of Jamaica to have 


periſhed during the latter period in conſequence of repeated ber- 1 5 
ricanes, and of the want of ene een of er e 


That the whole number of Slaves in ths Iland of Wee 0 


in the year 1764, according to the account given in to che Com- 
mittee of Trae tk Mr. Braithwalte, = an | . 70,706 
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That 3 in 1774 the number was, by he: fame account 74,874 
In 1780, by ditto © nel 1} abs 5 a . 68,270. 
In 17815 after the hurricane; according to the ſame due: 63,248 
In 1786, by ditto — — — 62,115 
That by eee theſe numbers with the number imported 
into this Iſland, according to the ſame account (not allowing for 
any re- exportation) that the annual exceſs of deaths above births 
in the 10 years from 1764 to 1774, was in the proportion of about 
five on every hundred, computing on the medium number of Slaves 
in the Iſland during that period. ö 1 
That in, the ſeven years from 1774 to 1780, both incluſive, the 
exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of about one and en” | 
on every hundred on the medium number. - 
That between the year 1780 and '1781, there appears "ro have. 
been a deereaſe in the number of Slaves of about 5000. 
That in the fix years from 1781 to 1786, both incluſive, the 
exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of rather leſs than ſeven- | 
eighths in every hundred on the medium number. | 
And that in the four years from 1783 to 1786, both inclofive; 15 : 
exceſs of deaths was in the proportion of rather leſs than one-third : 
in every hundred on the medium number. | 
And that during the whole period there is no doubt that ſome - 
were exported from the iſland, but conſiderably more in the firſt : 
part of, this ne than in the laſt. „„ 5 


ä | XII. 
That 5 accounts from ha Leeward Iſlands and from Vowel 


nica, Grenada, and St. Vincents, do not furniſh ſufficient grounds 
for comparing the ſtate of population i in the ſaid Iſlands at different 
periods, with the number of Slaves which have been from time to 
time imported into the ſaid Iſlands, and exported therefrom. But 
that from the evidence which has been received reſpecting the pre- 
| ſent ſtate of theſe Iſlands, as well as of Jamaica and Barbadoes, 
and from a conſideration of the means of obviating the cauſes 
Which have hitherto operated to impede the natural increaſe of 
the Slaves, and of leſſening the demand of manual labour, without 
diminiſhing the profit of the Planter, it appears that no conſide- 
rable or permanent inconvenience would reſult from diſcontinuing ; 

the farther i OT. of African Slaves. 


